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Oct. 26: For the second day, anti-riot police surrounded the entrance to the Immaculate Conception
Cathedral in the city of Neiva, occupied by 100 members of the Caguan-Dujos Indian community.
The occupation was a protest action against the murder of two Indian leaders and two Christian
missionaries who were involved in agricultural development work. Over 300 students continued an
occupation of the Antioquia University campus in protest of the murder of medical student Orlando
Casteneda, whose bullet-ridden body was found on Oct. 23. Oct. 27: In Bogota, about 100 employees
of the Manhattan garment company, occupied the national headquarters of the Liberal party. They
demanded that the party mediate their claim to refinance the company with President Virgilio
Barco's government. Oct. 28: 180,000 public school teachers launched a 48-hour national strike,
demanding wage and benefit improvements. Army and police units imposed martial law in the
coastal city of Santa Marta. After a 110-km. march from Fundacion, Magdalena department, 3,000
workers entered the city demanding a meeting with government authorities. They were protesting
the government's "inefficiency" in providing health, education, water, sewage, and communications
services. The national government announced that it had resumed negotiations with the the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). The Barco administration had apparently
dropped its previous demand that the rebels disarm before talks could begin. In statements to the
local press, political leaders from the right and the left said they were in complete support of the
government's decision. Patriotic Union chairman, Bernardo Jaramillo Ossa, said the government
should extend the talks to include other guerrilla groups, and then direct its attention at eliminating
the numerous paramilitary groups operating inside the country. Oct. 30: Government spokespersons
announced after the first round of talks with FARC, that the administration was willing to meet
with all rebel organizations pertaining to the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinating Movement.
Other rebel groups, including the April 19 Movement (M-19), reportedly decided to boycot the
negotiations. Nov. 3: Twenty persons died in the last 24 hours, victims of attacks by the military or
police, guerrillas or paramilitary groups. (Basic data from several reports by PRENSA LATINA)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

